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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

gw,wr Wf‘tgf&r
Life Shared

A few weeks ago, one of our little girls came running up to me at church,

“I know the memory verse!”

“Let me hear it," | said.

And without missing a beat, she began:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God..."
She kept going, reciting the opening verses of John's Gospel that our children had been learning
as part of our Word of Life Challenge.

When she finished, a smile broke across her face and lit up the room.

“That's wonderful!” | said, holding up my hand. “Give me a high five!”

She jumped into the air and smacked my hand.

It was one of those little church moments that stays with you.

Throughout our Life in His Name journey through the Gospel of John, we have heard Jesus return
again and again to the language of life.

‘| came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

“I am the bread of life.”

“I am the resurrection and the life.”

John tells us that he wrote his Gospel so that, through believing, we might “have life in his name.”
Watching that little girl, | was reminded that this life is never meant fo stop with us.

Life is received. And then life is shared.

That is the theme of our stewardship emphasis this fall:

Life Shared
Receiving Christ’s Life. Renewing Our Community.

Our children are giving us another picture of that.
Their teachers have begun teaching them some basic sign language. One of the first things they
learned was how to sign the words "Jesus loves me.”

A fir'::?er' touches one palm and then the other: Jesus.
Hands cross over the heart: love.
Thumbs point toward the chest: me.

There is something beautiful about watching children learn the gospel not only with their minds,
but with their whole bodies.

The Word entering their memories.

The love of Christ entering their hands.

And that may be as good a picture of stewardship as any. continued inside
www.fumcbossier.org




CONTINUED FROM COVER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

We receive the life of Christ, and that life begins to take flesh in us—in our words, our hands, our
time, our relationships, our service, and in the ways we use the resources entrusted to us.

Christian stewardship is about asking a simple but searching question:
What will | do with the life God has entrusted to me?

During October, | am inviting all of us to sit with that question.

In the coming weeks, you will receive our Life Shared stewardship materials, including a devotional
guide, a Guide to Giving, and an Estimate of Generosity card. Together, we will reflect on what
we have received, what God is doing among us, and how we might take part in that work.

Our ﬂpprocch to gener‘osi'!'y remains simple:
Grounded in gratitude.

Revealed in prayer.

Lived in faith.

We begin with gratitude because everything begins as gift.
We pray because generosity grows out of listening, not pressure.
And then we act in faith, trusting God to use what we offer in ways we may never fully see.

Our stewardship emphasis will culminate on Sunday, November 1, All Saints Sunday, when we
will have the opportunity to offer our Estimates of Generosity for the coming year.

| love that Commitment Sunday falls on All Saints.

That day reminds us that none of us arrived here on our own.

Someone taught us the stories of Jesus.

Someone prayed for us.

Someone welcomed us.

Someone built the places where we worship.

Someone gave so that ministries could bear fruit long after they were gone.
Someone shared the life they had received.

And now it is our turn.

Maybe that is what | saw in that little girl who came running up to me.
Someone had taught her the words.

She had taken them into herself.

And then she could hardly wait to share them.

“In the beginning was the Word...”

Life received.

Life shared.

And somewhere in the middle of it all, a child jumping into the air for a high five.
That looks a lot like the kingdom of God to me.

www.fumcbossier.org




CHURCHWIDE EVENTS

,. e : ,.
; VOYAGES 8,]::3!’7 Pl

Yoga- Mindfulness- Meditation. Community

=W
W NTLE YOGA N

Yoga Iin‘ Every Body
+

Schedule

Thuaryy -3 10k Ml *sariing Scpi. Wik
boneh Ssanmckay seodshiogs Cressni TEA

REV. DONNIE WILKINSON,
BISHOP WILLIAMSTON,
& THE LOUISIANA "
AMNUAL CONFERENCE e
Pricing
I drep e

:::::::::::

Bl Lo sy your sl I m i =
118-560-2585 T — FLM Bossier 201 Johin Wesky Bid

- FUMC BOSSIERY K]
&%w VWl -11LITARY MINISTRY

HIOHIL.H)\I:SSIGH Cj-wup ‘I::r‘:h. Meeting OCtOber 1 ]_

FIELD TRIP after the 11am
October 20 « 9:30 AM /8 Worship, service m the

Lt PR Fellowship Hall

A Eve ryone Welcome S

Candy can be placed in designated bins
around the church or at the office.

.......

www.fumcbossier.org
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Kips FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SASHA TOMS AT CHILDRENe FUMCBOSSIER.ORG
Hello First Families! ,\»;:f

'm Sasha Toms, and I'm so happy your family is here! My hope is that our Children's Ministry feels
like a place where your kids are known, loved, safe, and excited fo learn about Jesus.

We have 's"‘;:r'.n‘{é"\reclly fun things coming, including a brand-new Sunday rotation beginning in
October. We want our kids to do more than simply come to church - we want them to know they

belong here and are an important part-of our church family.

Please reach out anytime. If there's something | can know about your child that will help them
feel more comfortable, included, or excited to be here, | want to hear it. We're building this
ministry with our families, and I'm excited about what's ahead!

See you Sunday!

Sasha Toms

15T SUNDAY | BE A PART OF THE CHURCH
Kids stay in the sanctuary with their families - no Children's Church that day. They'll get a special Worship

Goodie Bag with activities to help them engage in the service, and we'll look for fun ways for kids and tweens
to partll:lpate Mursery is still available.

2ND SUNDAY | LIBRARY DAY
Stories, Scripture, crafts, and activities that help the Bible come alive.

-1\ 3RD SUNDAY | BIG ROOM
" A high-energy Sunday with Bible lessons, games, movement, and plenty of rmrn to have fun.

4TH SUNDAY | ADVENTURE DAY
Hands-on faith: scavenger hunts, mission projects, service opportunities, and other adventures.

5TH SUNDAY | BIG ROOM
When a month gives us a fifth Sunday, we get another Big Room day!

FIRST UMC BOSSIER PRESENTS FIRST UMC n
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HAPPY FALL!

Fall is here, and we are settling into a great
rhythm! Our student ministry continues to
grow, and we are especially excited about
the number of middle school students joining
us each week. It has been so much fun
seeing new faces, building new friendships,
and watching our ministry take on a new
shape as we grow. We are excited to see
where God leads us in this new season!

Looking ahead, our Common Ground Retreat
is coming up in November. We are looking
forward to getting away for a weekend,
stepping out of our normal routines, and
spending some intentional time together and
with God. Until then, we're keeping on—
growing, learning, laughing, and making the
most of every Sunday night together!
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FUMC Bossier Youth

FALL BREAK
. LOCKIN

October 4-5

STAY UP TO DATE WITH FUMC

BOSSIER YOUTH TEXTS

Text @2020fumcy to 81010 - students
Text @2020fumcp to 81010 - parents

www.fumcbossier.org

FUMC YU H MINISTRY

== SARAH MCCURLEY
' YOUTH DIRECTOR
318-742-3823 Ext 128

smecurley@fumecbossier.org
www.fumcbossier.org/youth2




FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT S

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG
Through August 31, 2026

Thank you for your continued generosity to the mission and ministry of First UMC
Bossier.

Through the end of August, operating income is approximately $7,800 ahead of
budget. Expenses have exceeded income for the year and are also above the year-
to-date budget shown below. However, our current budgeting system spreads most
annual expenses evenly across twelve months and does not fully reflect the timing of
seasonal or larger expenses such as insurance, higher summer utility costs, and
ministry activities. Overall spending remains generally consistent with where we
expected to be at this point in the year.

As part of our 2027 budgeting process, we are developing a more accurate month-
by-month budget that will better reflect when income and expenses are actually
expected to occur.

AugustYear to DateYTD Budget

Income $58,015 $474,441 $466,667
Expenses $73,834 $532,821 $502,831
Net ($15,819) ($58,380) ($36,164)

As always, we are grateful for the faithful generosity that makes the ministry of First
UMC possible and will continue to keep the congregation informed about our
financial position throughout the year.

e
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THE CHURCH MOUSE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

It's October and church mouse is still scurrying around to admire all the beautiful changes in the
church. Many people have been involved in getting the work done inside and outside. First Friends
have returned with some new children’s faces and staff faces. Say hello and introduce yourself as
they are a vital part of FUMC-Bossier.

October brings us a lot of activities and something for everyone. TRUNK OR TREAT is October 24
and there are many needs for Volunteers. Please remember to check the monthly AT A GLANCE
sheet and First Family Focus.

October has plenty to show for itself. Originally October was the eighth month in a 10 months
calendar and literally translated into “the eighth month” in Latin. October is one of seven months
with 31 days with that last day being Halloween, followed by All Saint’'s Day when we remember
our departed church Saints. Halloween's origins come from the Gaelic people. Original celebrants
dressed in costumes/disguises going door-to-door receiving gifts of food, much like how children
today dress up and receive treats. Hunter's Moon (the first full moon after the Harvest Moon) often
falls in October, but depending on the year could fall November. October is also known for the
Draconid Meteor Shower in the northern hemisphere between October 6th and 10th. OcTober 2nd
until early November the Orionid meteor is visible in both hemispheres.
At the peak of the meteor shower, as many as 20 meteors are visible
every hour. October 1, 1947 the very first McDonald’s in the UK opened
its doors. USA had its first McDonalds May 15, 1940 in San Bernardino,
CA. Lafayette claims the first McDonalds in Louisiana one in 1972,

Enjoy October and all its activities for all ages.
Till next month,
Church Mouse

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

P YOUNG-AT-HEART
'ﬁ 2ND THURSDAYS EACH MONTH- 10:30 AM-FELLOWSHIP HALL
: October 8- Lunch, drinks and dessert provided. Cost is $5.00. Call

the church office to make your reservation. September speaker is
Sonja Bailes with the Bossier School Board.

~F SILVER FOXES FITNESS | Silver Foxes | [/ o

Mondays and Fridays 10:00 AM-Fellowship Hall | Fitness ,

Join our Sllver Foxes for a Chair Exercise Class. ' ( -
Bs.. '

www.fumcbossier.org



FALL is in the air at First Friends!

) October brings pumpkins, colorful leaves, cooler days (we hope), and
| lots of OPpor’runi'I'ies for our little ones to learn, explore, create, and
| have fun!

| This month our classrooms will be enjoying fall-themed stories, songs,
art projects, sensory activities, colors, shapes, and lots of hands-on
learning. We love watching our students discover something new

1 each day

We will be looking for volunteer readers on Friday's this
month. Please see the First Friends office if you would like
to sign up to read to our preschoolers!

FAITHFUL FAVORITES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Each month, we highlight a podcast, book, song, or other resource to encourage
reflection, growth, and connection in your faith journey. Whether it's music that uplifts,
a book that inspires, or a podcast that sparks conversation, our monthly pick is chosen
to nourish your spirit and spark meaningful moments in your life. October’s picks is
from Sarah McCurley.

A Forgiving God by SEU Worship

This song has been on repeat in my car and at home! It tells the story of the Prodigal
Son (which I'd rather call the story of the Loving Father). It is such a powerful reminder
of a Father who loves nothing more than His children returning home. The bridge says,

"He's been sitting on the porch awaiting your arrival. You o i
g on e P anng Y , O o O,

never left His heart. He's always thinking of you. He'll come b e ..

running out to meet you and throw His arms around you. He's a |- S de i

forgiving God.” Man, | want every person, everywhere to hear
those words! | pray this song uplifts you and reminds you
of the deep love and forgiveness God has for you.

YouTube Link

www.fumcbossier.org



CARE TEAM UPDATE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

The FUMC Care Team was formed in May with the sole purpose of making a quarterly phone call
to members who are on the fringe of our congregation, not in regular attendance or who may not
have come in years. We began with a list of our homebound and assisted living members.
Currently, we are making 36 calls to 41 people, checking on their health and well-being, asking
how the church can assist them, making sure they get church communications and know of
programs and events. We want them to feel connected to their church, even though they cannot
attend regularly. The conversations also help us learn of falls, illnesses, changes of address, and
they get to tell their story - connections.

There are eight members on the team with Cheryl Nelson as leader. In the last four months, she has
made 8 house calls, serving Communion in most of them. She serves a monthly “Open Table” at
The Blake and The Bloom, adding Colonial Oaks soon. Tom and Sharon Holladay serve over 100
staff and residents at Magnolia Manor every First Monday. We have had several on our list to ask
for Communion, and we expect more as we continue to offer it. There is a growing need for
people who are willing to serve Communion in homes, both residential and retirement.

As the Care Team develops, we have a vision to expand our Care mission in several areas: i.e.
facilitate a support group for care givers, offer a share group or follow-up for those grieving, send
monthly cards to our college students and deployed military, and expand our eucharistic ministry. If
you have guestions or suggestions, or if you would like to become a part of our team in any way,
please contactiCheryl at 318-422-0914. Any ideas and'@all volunteers are welcome!

» & ¢ L bd \{r e ¥ : A : L

7 — FIRST UMC Sl

r

*

Register online using the QR code,
on Church Center or contact the
office for more information.

HOST A RUN A GAME @  WELCOME DONATE AND
TRUNK © ORACTIVITY @  GUESTS = SUPPLIES °  MORE!

www.fumcbossier.org



STIRRING THE SPIRIT

Caramel Butterfinger Poke Cake

Cake
* 1box devil's food cake mix
* 1box (3.9 oz) chocolate pudding mix
e 12 cup vegetable oil

1 cup milk

2 tablespoons sour cream
5 eggs

1 tablespoon caramel extract

Filling and topping
e ljar (16 oz) caramel topping, divided
e 1 can sweetened condensed milk

Hot fudge, for drizzling
1tub (8 oz) whipped topping
3 regular-size Butterfinger bars, chopped

LW

Directions

1.Pre-heat oven to 350. Grease a 9 x 13-inch baking pan. Mix the cake ingredients
until combined. The batter will be thick.

2.Spread the batter in the pan and bake at 350 for 25-30 minutes, until the cake is
done.

3.As soon as the cake comes out of the oven, poke holes all over it.

4.Mix the sweetened condensed milk with half the jar of caramel topping. Pour over
the warm cake, then let it cool completely.

5.Spread the whipped topping over the cooled cake. Drizzle with some of the

remaining caramel and hot fudge, then sprinkle with the chopped Butterfinger
bars.

6.Refrigerate overnight before serving.

www.fumcbossier.org



MISSIONS THAT MATTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

MAGNOLIA MANOR MISSIONS [ & X %
We will serve communion on the First Monday [SF44 'ﬁ A MAGNOLIA
of the month, October 5. R o .*E' ' MANOR
.f___.-m.. ; N = Cammu Eingd, & 5pa Slivities
THE GRIT & GRACE MISSION TEAM

October 20- 9:30 AM - Field Trip to Holy Angels

We meet on the third Tuesday of each month. Come join us if you
would like to help with our Mission Projects. Everyone Welcomel!

MISSION TEAM

MILITARY FAMILIES MINISTRY FUMC BOSSIER
Our mission is to serve those who serve, reflecting Christ’s love MILITARY FAMILIES
through community, care, and connection. : MINISTRY
Military Ministry Meeting: Sunday, October 11 after the Tlam

Worship service in the Fellowship Hall. Our mission is to serve those
who semve, reflecting Christ's
love throuBh c@mmunity, care,

and conneclion.

SOUPER SATURDAY
! October 31- 8:00 AM - FUMC BOSSIER KITCHEN
SOUPER Come pack meals or deliver meals to the home bound & those
SATURDAY \B who receive meals on wheels. We provide meals the last
e Saturday of each month.

HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY ?
Open Monday-Thursday 9:00-11:30 AM
Helping Hands Food Pantry -Through generosity, compassion, and

service, Helping Hands helps to ensure that no one in our
community goes hungry. We currently need peanut butter, jelly,
ramen noodles and green beans.

If interested in volunteering contact Kiersten Whelply.

United Methodist UMM MEN'S BREAKFAST ™
Wednesdays- 7:00 AM

Ton'e Preal:Tac
ﬂ Men’s Breakfast Our United Methodist Men's Breakfast meets weeklg for food,
RN LR fellowship, and faith. It's a time for men to gather, build friendships,
and grow together in Christ in a relaxed, welcoming setting.

LPING
ANDS

A FUMC Bassier Ministry

FOOD PANTRY

RUSHEON DONUT DROP

Tuesdays- 7:20 AM - Following the Bossier School Calendar

Every week we gather at Rusheon’s crosswalk to greet students with a
smile—and a free donut! It's our way of sharing a little grace at the start
of the day. With a quick hello, a word of encouragement, and a sweet
treat, we hope to brighten mornings, build connections, and remind
students they are seen, valued, and loved.

www.fumcbossier.org




GET CONNECTED TO A SMALL COMMUNITY m; ; e

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

LIFE 365

Tuesday Nights - 5:30-7:30 PM - Kitchen and Cafe

Life 365 is a Christ-centered community where people of dll
ages grow in faith, support one another, and live out God's
love every day of the year.

TUESDAYS |/5:30-7:30/PM | KITEHEN AND/CAFE
DINNER AND BIELE STUDY
CHILDCARE |S AVAILABLE

THE GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Nights - 6:00-7:00 PM - Midyett Room
The Good and Beautiful Bible Study continues.

Haedaygtoning THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Led! Thursdays at 9:30 AM- Mary Ewing Room
Study is led by Ron Feaster.

THURSAYE
o

BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM - Mary Ewing Room

Bible Study led by Cheryl Nelson. Everyone is welcome!
Starts back September 15. The book is Tame Your Thoughts; it costs

$12-%$15 and we are ordering for everyone; so if you are interested in
attending and would like'a book, let Cheryl know (318-422-0914).

BROTHERHOOD-MEN’S GROUP
Every other Thursday 6:00-7:00 PM Room 43

Brotherhood is a gathering of men committed to growing in Christ
together. We're not ’rgin% to build perfect men. We're trying to build
faithful ones...the kind who walk with Jesus in the real world.

YOGA CHURCH

Third Sunday- 4:00-5:30 PM - Fellowship Hall
Yoga Church is a worship service that blends breath, movement
Seripture, and Holy Communion, helping us Pre are body, mind, and
srpiri’r to encounter Christ in the Gospel and the bread and cup.

It you long for a quiet, embodied, contemplative space.., or simply

Yo GA CH URCH rr':gir;;dm experience God's presence in a new way, you're warmly

—— FULLY EMBODIED=FULLY ALIVE=* TOGETHER ——

www.fumcbossier.org



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES * o
- .
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS CHECK OUT OUR
CHURCH APP

Nate & Shelby Tichenor 10/1 Bob O'Brien 10,/10

Ken & Pat Hill (63) 10/7  Sherrie Murphy 10/1

Paige & Kathy Redfield 10/7 Kathy Seal 10/12 » Register & pay for

Bill & Erica Lindberg 10/8  Kristi Walls 10/16

Jerry & Lee Sanders (59) 10/ Mimi Stanfield 10/17 events

Matthew & Sheri Myers 10/20  Sharon Holladay 10/18 e Check-in for

Terry & Charlotte Pollitt 10/21  Emerson Wells 10/19 '

Dakota & Nikki Clawson 10/24 Dee Brown 10/19 Ser\"lce/evenfs
Katie Beville 10/22

BIRTHDAYS Matthew Morgan 10/22 * Church Calendar

Will Self 10/23 « Giving/Offering

Heleni Tu'uta 10/1 Ginger Streeter 10/23

Freddy Tichenor 10/2 Owen Ratzburg 10/25

Russ Toms 10/2  Sue Young 10/26

Emmie Johnston 10/2 Fred Cox 10/27

Lee Sanders 10/2  Pat Hill 10/28

Bill House 10/7  Carolyn Santure 10/28

Brantley Lindberg 10/8 Carolyn Reynolds 10/29

Gina Flores 10/9 Lacey Ardoin 10/30

Deanie Galloway 10/10

GIVING IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF SOMEONE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

As we approach All Saints Sunday, many of us find ourselves remembering people whose lives
have shaped our own. One meaningful way to give thanks for someone’s life is through a memorial
or honorarium gift to First United Methodist Church.

When a gift is received, the church sends a note of acknowledgment and gratitude to the donor.
We also notify the person being honored, or the family of the person being remembered, that a gift
has been received. The amount of the gift is not included in that notification. This practice of
acknowledging both the donor and the family has long been part of First UMC's memorial giving
tradition.

Gifts may be designated for a ministry or fund that was especially meaningful to the person being
remembered—such as Helping Hands, Ramp Ministry, Missions, or another ministry of the
church. Gifts without a specific designation are received into the church’'s Memorial Fund to
support the continuing mission and ministry of First UMC.

To make a memorial or honorarium gift, simply provide the name of the person being remembered
or honored and, if desired, the ministry or fund you would like your gift to support.

Memorial gifts are one simple way that gratitude for a life can continue bearing fruit through the
life and ministry of the church.

www.fumcbossier.org
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