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Planting Trees for Generations to Come

A few weeks ago, | came across a photograph that | have found myself returning to again
and again.

As the hallways were being repainted, we needed to move the heritage display cases
containing photographs and artifacts from our church’s long and proud ﬁis’rory. W{nile the
cases were being emptied, | discovered an aerial photograph of our campus (pictured
inside) taken shortly after the sanctuary was completed. The photograph is undated, but
my best estimate is that it was taken in the spring of 1980.

What caught my attention was something | did not notice at first.

Only after looking carefully could | make out the faint shadow of one of the oak trees
lining John Wesley Boulevard. The majestic trees that now welcome us to our campus were
then little more than saplings.

Forty-six years ago, members of this congregation had the vision to plant those trees. They
understood that the choices they made in their time could bless people they would never
meet. They planted, tended, and protected something whose full beauty they might never
see.

There is an old proverb:

“A society grows great when people plant trees under whose shade they know they shall
never sit.

| would amend it slightly:
A church grows great when its members plant trees under whose shade they know
they shall never sit.

I u? proud to serve a congregation that has embodied this kind of greatness throughout
its history.

At its July meeting, our Church Leadership Team took two courageous steps that | believe
will bless First United Methodist Church and our community for generations to come. In a
very real sense, they planted two more trees. (Continued inside)
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CHURCHWIDE EVENTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG
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A DAY IN THE LIFE
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FOR MCORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBQOSSIER.ORG
Hello First Families!

We have HUGE news for our littlest disciples!

The Children’s Ministry Committee has been hard at work dreaming, brainstorming,
researching, and praying about the direction God wants our church to grow as we minister
to children and families. Our overall goal is to create a welcoming, inclusive, safe, and
Christ-centered family ministry that nurtures children, supports parents, and builds
authentic relationships within our congregation and our community.

To help make this vision a reality, we wrote and submitted a grant proposal to the United
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana on July 1 for $26,613. Just two weeks later, we received
the incredible news that our grant was approved—in FULL!

God is so good!

This grant will help us:

e Launch Godﬁt Play as our primary children’s ministry curriculum, encouraging spiritual
formation through storytelling, wondering, and response.

» Develop Grace Space, a sensory-friendly worship environment where children who
become overwhelmed can remain connected to the worship service alongside their
caregivers.

* Recruit and train volunteers for our Buddy Ministry, providing individualized
support for children with extraordinary needs.

» Host monthly Freezer Meal Ministry gatherings, where families can assemble
Eu’rgﬂﬁus meals together—blessing participating families as well as those experiencing

ardship.

« Offer Euarierly Parents’ Night Out events, providing affordable childcare while
creating opportunities for fellowship and connection among families.

 Host an annual Christmas celebration for military families, honoring and
encouraging the military families who are part of our community.

» Implement a secure digital children’s check-in system, herping us improve safety,
communication, and hospitality.

But now that we have the resources to begin bringing these hopes and dreams to life, we
need YOU!

To grow our children’s ministry and connect with families in our congregation, our
community, and our military community, we need to grow our team of volunteers. We need
leaders, teachers, buddies, helpers, and—most of all—prayers.

In the weeks ahead, we will be sharing more opportunities for you to get involved. We
invite you to prayerfully consider where you might fit into this exciting vision. There will also
be opportunities to donate materials, including items such as toilet paper tubes, plastic
bottle caps, and other supplies.

This is just the beginning of something exciting!

God has opened the door, and we can't wait to see where He leads us next.
Together, we can create a children's ministry where every child feels welcomed,
every family feels supported, and every heart has the opportunity to grow in faith.
Big things are happening for our little hearts!

www.fumcbossier.org



YOUTH MINISTRY

m FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT SARAH MCCURLEY AT SMCCURLEY@FUMCBOSSIER ORG

BACK TO SCHOOL

| can't believe it's already time for a new
school year! Summer has been such an
incredible season for our student ministry.
From mission trip and VBS to Christian
Community Experience and everything in
between, we have seen God at work in so
many ways. We are so thankful for the
memories made, the friendships
strengthened, and the faith that has grown
throughout the summer. My prayer is that
everything we experienced together will
shape our school year. This month, we are
excited to welcome our new éth graders into
the youth ministry! We have a full month of
Sunday night activities, including Mission
Night and our annual Cereal Bowl event. As
the school year begins, we are praying that
our students would grow in wisdom, build
meaningful friendships, and continue to
deepen their relationship with Christ.

UST 30 AT 5-7PM @ HOL DAY

STAY UP TO DATE WITH FUMC
T YO T MC | e WsTRY

Text @2020fumcy to 81010 - students € 5 B
smeeurley@fumcbossier.org

Te?{t @2020fl.lmcp to 81010 - parents & www.fumcbossier.org/youth2
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FAITHFUL FAVORITES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Each month, we highlight a podcast, book, song, or other resource to encourage reflection,
growth, and connection in your faith journey. Whether it's music that uplifts, a book that
inspires, or a podcast that sparks conversation, our monthly pick is chosen to nourish your
spirit and spark meaningful moments in your life. July’s pick is from Donnie Wilkinson.

Stories That Help Us See Our Neighbors

Some books entertain us for a season. Others remain with us, returning at unexpected
moments and quietly shaping how we see the world.

One book | have found myself returning to recently is Ken Follett’s The Pillars of the Earth.
Set around the construction of a greaf cathedral, the novel is filled with ambition, conflict
faith, failure, and perseverance. What has stayed with me most is the way the cathedra
becomes more than a building. Its construction draws people together, creates mecnin%ful
work, strengthens the local economy, and becomes a source of renewal for the entire
community.

The cathedral is not built apart from the life of the town. It helps give the town a new life.
That vision has influenced how | think about the church and its place within a community.
Our buildings and grounds are not simply assets to maintain. At their best, they can
become places where relationships form, gifts are discovered, neighbors are welcomed,
and new possibilities take root.

Another book shaping my thinking is Rod Dreher's The Benedict Option. | disagree with
many of Dreher's culture-war arguments and some of the conclusions he draws from them.
Yet the book’s broader theme “continues to challenge me: renewal often begins when
people commit themselves to intentional communities of practice.

Healthy communities are not sustained by ideas alone. They are formed through shared
rhythms—prayer, hospimlﬁg, learning, service, meals, work, worship, and life together. When
these practices are rooted in a parficular place and sustained over time, they can begin to
nﬁnew not only the people who participate in them but also the neighborhoods around
them.

That conviction subtly shapes much of my approach to ministry. | believe the church is
called to become a community in which people learn and practice a way of life shaped by
Jesus—and then carry that life into the places where they live, work, learn, and serve.

| am also looking forward to seeing Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey. Earlier this vear, |
read Jonathan Shay's Odysseus in America, along with his earlier work, Achilles in
Vietnam. Shay, a psychiatrist who worked extensively with veterans, places the
experiences of modern service members in conversation with Homer's ancient epics.

Together, the books helped me understand more deeply that returning home from war is
nof always the end of the journey.

The battle may be over, but the effects of war can remain for decades. Homecoming can
be complicated by griet, moral injury, trauma, isolation, and the difficulty of returning to a
community that may not understand what a person has experienced. Odysseus™ long
journey home becomes a way of ’rhinkin? about the equally difficult journey of learning how
to belong again. (Continued on the nexf page)
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_ STIRRING THE SPIRIT

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

No-Bake Monster Cookie Balls .

Description

No-Bake Monster Cookie Balls are a sweet bite-sized treat
that's easy to make and tastes just like everyone’s favorite
monster cookie and perfect for an after school snack!

Ingredients
e 2 and 1/2 cups old-fashioned oats
* 1 cup creamy or crunchy peanut butter

* 1/2 cup honey
* 1teaspoon vanilla extract
* 1/2 cup mini chocolate chips . X
* 1/2 cup mini M&M candies *
Instructions o
1.In a large bowl, stir together the oats, peanut butter, honey and vanilla until well
combined.

2.Stir in the chocolate chips and M&M candies.

3.Roll dough into 2-tablespoon sized smooth balls and place on a parchment-lined baking
sheet.

4.Place in the refrigerator for 30 minutes or enjoy right away.

5.0nce the balls have set, transfer them to an air-tight container and store in the
refrigerator for up to 2 weeks.

FAITHFUL FAVORITES CONTINUED

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Living in a community shaped so profoundly by Barksdale Air Force Base, these books have
helped me better appreciate the sacrifices made not only during military service but also
long afterward. They have reminded me that supporting ‘service members, veterans, and
their families requires more than gratitude. It requires patience, understanding, friendship,
and communities willing to walk alongside people through the long work of coming home.

These books are quite different from one another, but each asks a similar question:

What kinds of communities help human beings become whole?
Sometimes renewal begins with the building of a cathedral.

Sometimes it begins around a shared table or within a community committed to common
practices.

Sometimes it begins when someone who has carried the burden of war discovers that they
do not have to make the journey home alone.

Those are questions, and possibilities, | find myself returning to often.
www.fumcbossier.org




CONTINUED FROM COVER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG
Planting for Financial Strength

The first is the creation of the First United Methodist Church Permanent Endowment
through the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana.

To establish the endowment, our church will transfer $5,000 from funds we already hold at
the Foundation. Through the Foundation’s Endowment Match Program, that contribution

will be matched with an additional $5,000, allowing the new endowment to begin with a
balance of $10,000.

Because this is a true endowment, the principal will remain permanently invested, while the
income it generates will be available to support the church's ministry for generations to
come. (UM Foundation of Louisiana)

The Church Leadership Team has also committed church resources to match the first
$200,000 in new gifts made to the permanent endowment. This means that every dollar
contributed during the matching period can become two dollars invested for the church's
long-term mission.

In the coming weeks, we will share more information about the endowment and how you
can participate. The earnings will be directed toward the church’s most strategic missional
opportunities, as determined by the Church Leadership Team.

This is more than a savings account or a reserve for emergencies. It is a way of planting
resources TOdGK so that future generations can continue renewing the life of our
community by helping people of all ages become fully alive in Christ.

Planting for Missional Renewal

The second tree is a new partnership with Wesley Community Development, an
orgonizaﬂon that helps churches reconnect with their communities and make more
eftective use of their property and other resources.

Over the coming months, Wesley will help us take an honest, data-informed look at our
church and its possibilities. Their work willpinclude studying how our buildings and campus
are currently used, examining the financial sustainability of different options, analyzing
demographic and geographic trends in our community, and identifying potential ministry
opportunities connected to both our existing facilities and undeveloped property.

Their findings will help church leaders discern faithful, practical next steps for the future of
our campus and mission.

This ][:)ar'mership does not begin with a predetermined development plan. It begins with
caretul listening, good information, prayerful discernment, and a willingness to ask what
God may be inviting us to do next. (Continued on the next page)

www.fumcbossier.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

A Future with Hope

During the first several months of my time as your pastor, much of our attention necessarily
went toward stabilizing our ministries, strengthening our operations, and addressing
immediate needs. Important work remains ahead of us. Yet these two decisions represent
a significant turning point.

They are declarations that we will not merely preserve what previous generations built.
We will build upon it.
They are declarations that our best days are not behind us.

They are declarations that this church has a future filled with hope as we join God’s work
of renewing all things—beginning right here in our neighborhood.

Nearly half a century ago, faithful people planted oak trees along John Wesle% Boulevard.
Today, we gather beneath their branches, enjoy their beauty, and receive the welcome
created by their shade.

Now it is our turn to plant.

Grace & Peace,
Donnie

www.fumcbossier.org



FIRST IMPRESSIONS TEAM UPDATE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

M

The First Impressions Team has been hard at work, and we're excited to share the progress being
made around our church campus!

e Stanley Steemer has cleaned and sealed the tile throughout our hallways, with the exception
of the Children's Wing and Choir Wing.

¢ The same hallways have received a fresh coat of paint on the walls, doors, and trim.

» New handrails have been installed to improve safety and accessibility,

* The sanctuary pews have been removed and thoughtfully repurposed to provide seating for
those with mobility challenges and special needs.

e The Connection Café has been completely refreshed with an updated look and is nearing
completion.

 The exterior of the Adult Wing has been power washed, and exterior painting is scheduled to
begin on Monday, July 20, weather permitting.

» We are currently working with an electrician on plans to enhance our exterior lighting,
including lighting for the beautiful cak trees and the TJ:on’r of the church.

» We are also go'l'ﬁering estimates for updated interior and exterior signage.

We are so grateful for the patience and understanding of our congregation throughout these
projects. We know there have been scheduling challenges, temporary inconveniences, and a little
extra chaos along the way, and your support has meant so much.

A special thank you goes to Joe Fowler, Bill Hensley, Don Digilarmo, Gary Hackman, Ginny
Hackman, Jack lhle, and Josh Tyra for their hard work removing and repurposing the sanctuary
pews.

We also want to recognize Don Digilarmo and Josh Tyra for installing the beautiful paneling in the
Connection Café. It has completely transformed the space and looks incredible!

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered their time, talents, and energy. What a blessing it is to
becjaur‘r of such an cmuzinﬂ community of believers, working together to make our church a warm
and welcoming place for all.

— Sandy McKellar

FIRST FAMILY FOCUS NEWSLETTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Our monthly newsletter is a collaboration by all members of our church staff. If you
notice any discrepancies please let us know so we can address them.

If ¥our group or class has anything for the newsletter or bulletin you can turn it in at the
office or email it to officeefumcbossier.org

Photos, information, recipes, etc. can also be sent to the office as well.

Please, make sure to submit all information for the newsletter by the 20th of the month
to ensure it is included in the upcoming month’s issue.

Thank you!

www.fumcbossier.org



FAITHFUL FAVORITES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Each month, we highlight a podcast, book, song, or other resource to encourage reflection,
growth, and connection in your faith journey. %\lhe’rher it's music that uplifts, a book that
inspires, or a podcast that sparks conversation, our monthly pick is chosen to nourish your
spirit and spark meaningful moments in your life. July’s pick is from Donnie Wilkinson.

Stories That Help Us See Our Neighbors

Some books entertain us for a season. Others remain with us, returning at unexpected
moments and quietly shaping how we see the world.

One book | have found myself returning to recently is Ken Follett’s The Pillars of the Earth.
Set around the construction of a greaf cathedral, the novel is filled with ambition, conflict
faith, failure, and perseverance. What has stayed with me most is the way the cathedra
becomes more than a building. Its construction draws people together, creates mecmin%ful
work, strengthens the local economy, and becomes a source of renewal for the entire
community.

The cathedral is not built apart from the life of the town. It helps give the town a new life.
That vision has influenced how | think about the church and its place within a community.
QOur buildings and grounds are not simply assets to maintain. At their best, they can
become places where relationships form, gifts are discovered, neighbors are welcomed,
and new possibilities take root.

Another book shaping my thinking is Rod Dreher's The Benedict Option. | disagree with
many of Dreher’s culture-war arguments and some of the conclusions he draws from them.
Yet the book’s broader theme “continues to challenge me: renewal often begins when
people commit themselves to intentional communities of practice.

Healthy communities are not sustained by ideas alone. They are formed Throu%h shared
rhythms—prayer, hospiTc:IHg, learning, service, meals, work, worship, and life together. When
these practices are rooted in a parficular place and sustained over time, they can begin to
rﬁnew not only the people who participate in them but also the neighborhoods around
them.

That conviction subtly shapes much of my approach to ministry. | believe the church is
called to become a community in which people learn and practice a way of life shaped by
Jesus—and then carry that life into the places where they live, work, learn, and serve.

| am also looking forward to seeing Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey. Earlier this year, |
read Jonathan Shay's Odysseus in America, along with his earlier work, Achilles in
Vietnam. Shay, a psychiatrist who worked extensively with veterans, places the
experiences of modern service members in conversation with Homer's ancient epics.

Together, the books helped me understand more deeply that returning home from war is
not always the end of the journey.

The battle may be over, but the effects of war can remain for decades. Homecoming can
be complicated by grief, moral injury, trauma, isolation, and the difficulty of returning to a
community that may not understand what a person has experienced. Odysseus™ long
journey home becomes a way of thinking about the equally difficult journey of learning how
to belong again. (Continued on the next page)

www.fumcbossier.org



MISSIONS THAT MATTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

MAGNOLIA MANOR MISSIONS (€ & X %
We will serve communion on the First Monday of the [## T =\ MAGNOLIA
month, August 3. ‘ 1 “ MANOR

“The X
GRIT &—QRACE THE GRIT & GRACE MISSION TEAM
ﬁ v \ August 18- 5:00 PM- Mary Ewing Room
o= We meet on the third Tuesday of each month. Come join us if you
“g,-‘ would like to help with our Mission Projects. Everyone Welcome!

MISSION 1”5 AM

MILITARY FAMILIES MINISTRY FUMC BOSSIER
Our mission is to serve those who serve, reHecﬁng Christ’s love MILITARY FAMILIES
through community, care, and connection. i MINISTRY

Our mission i8 to serve those
who semvg, reflecting Ghrist's
love 1h I'L'JLJ#'IJJ'I COMIMURITY, care,

and conmnectlion.
SOUPER SATURDAY
! August 29- 8:00 AM - FUMC BOSSIER KITCHEN
SOUPER - Come pack meals or deliver meals to the home bound & those
SATURDAY \B who receive meals on wheels. We provide meals the last
SR aE o Saturday of each month.

<> ;

Open Monday-Thursday 9:00-11:30 AM

Helping Hands Food Pantry -Through generosity, compassion, and
service, Helping Hands helps to ensure that no one in our
community goes hungry. We currently need peanut butter, jelly,
ramen noodles and green beans.

If interested in volunteering contact Kiersten Whelply.

T B (R g UMM MEN'S BREAKFAST
Wednesdays- 7:00 AM

] Men’s Breakfast We are paused for the summer and will return September 2. Our

CELE VLR United Methodist Men's Breakfast meets weekly for food, fellowship,
and faith. It's a time for men to gather, build friendships, and grow
together in Christ in a relaxed, welcoming setting.

RUSHEON DONUT DROP

Tuesdays- 7:20 AM - Following the Bossier School Calendar- Back August 11
Every week we gather at Rusheon's crosswalk to greet students with a
smile—and a free donut! It's our way of sharing a little grace at the start
of the day. With a quick hello, a word of encouragement, and a sweet
treat, we hope to brighten mornings, build connections, and remind
students they are seen, valued, and loved.

HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY ,

LPING
ANDS

A FUMC Bassier Ministry

FOOD PANTRY

www.fumcbossier.org




GET CONNECTED TO A SMALL COMMUNITY

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

LIFE 365

Tuesday Nights - 5:30-7:30 PM - Kitchen and Cafe

Life 365 is a Christ-centered community where people of all
ages grow in faith, support one another, and live out God's
love every day of the year.

TUESDAYS | 5:30-7:30/PM| KITEHEN AND'CAFE
DINNER ANDUEIELE STUDY
CHILDCARE |S AVAILABLE

THE GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday Nights - 6:00-7:00 PM - Midyett Room
The Good and Beautiful Bible Study continues.

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Thursdays at 9:30 AM- Mary Ewing Room
Study is led by Ron Feaster.
On a break for the summer. We will continue in September.

WOCEAM

BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays at 10:00 AM - Mary Ewing Room T S, S—

Bible S’rudE led by Cheryl Nelson | = =

veryone is we come' BlBLESIUDYLED_:;?E:HER?LNELS@N—__:l

. . N TUESDAYS, STARTING APRIL7 =
On a break for the summer. We will continue in September. | 10:00 AM ——

BROTHERHOOD-MEN’S GROUP

First and Third Thursdays 6:00-7:00 PM Room 43

Brotherhood is a gathering of men committed to growing in Christ
together. We're not Tgin?] to build perfect men. We're trying to build
faithful ones...the kind who walk with Jesus in the real world.

BROTHERHOOD

COME TALEK, LISTENANI) BE KNOWN,

YOGA CHURCH

Third Sunday- 4:00-5:30 PM - Fellowship Hall

BACK AUGUST 9!

Yoga Church is a worship service that blends breath, movement
Scripture, and Holy Communion, helping us prepare bocry mind, an
|sl!:)iri’r to encounter Christ in the Gospel and the bread and cup.

YOGA CHURCH

FULLY EMBODIED & FULLY ALIVESTOGETHER

you long for a quiet, embodied, contemplative space... or simply
wan’r(jro experience God's presence in a new way, you're warmly
invited.

www.fumcbossier.org



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

ANNIVERSARIES BIRTHDAYS
Parker & Paula Self 8/5  Amira McDowell 8/
Sam & Jayne Merritt 8/9 Dan Stucks 8/12
Glynn & Judy Alderman 8/12 Betsy Overturf 8/15
Harry & Bonnie Solomon 8/31 Lila Windham 8/15
Roger Moore 8/18
BIRTHDAYS Kailea Worshlum 8/18
Ashley Rodriguez 8/1 E"i:;‘iépﬁirngge Y 3?280
Leon Dcrden 8/3 Peggy Bolton 8/20
Virginia Johnson 8/3  omas Webb 8/22
Tara Hollandsworth 8/5  Rick Brvant 8/22
Helen Von Kanon 8/5 lﬁ an
Ed Carpenter 8/6 Charles Harner 8/23
Ad I‘-IIJ H 8/6 Walter Johnson 8/23
Sfeqnganl;e Savat 8/7 Renae Colwick 8/25
L D 8/9 Deandrea Graham  8/25
jnea Loss Beth Moore 8/25
Elaine Neese 8/10 Bl Patton 8/27
Jack WGHG?E 8/10 Britney Winn 8/27
Teresa Digilormo 8/10 Terry Pollitt 8/28
E;)semﬁryupcﬂerson gﬂg Austin Shinpock 8/30
acy Wells :
Korbgn Wilson 8/10 Mackenzie Custer 8/3l
John Byrd 8/

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEe FUMCBOSSIER.ORG

CHECK OUT OUR
CHURCH APP

» Register & pay for
events

» Check-in for
service /events

e Church Calendar

« Giving/Offering

A WORD FROM THE PRAYER ROOM

The first words most parents teach their children when they
receive a gift or a kindness are, "Thank you." It is a first lesson in
raising the gift. How often do we say, "Thank You, God," or
‘Thank You, Jesus,”" when our very lives are in the hands of either?
When we praise God, our focus is on Him, not self. Psalms
presents many examples of giving praise and thanks to God.

People everywhere encounter trouble and sorrow. Through
prayer, we are enabled to reach out to them, thereby
recognizing the power of God. The praying person, by the very
act of asking God to change a situation, is recognizing that they
are involved. The prayer is acknowledging the power of God
while recognizing 'I'Ed‘l' they are the lesser; yet they would not be
a part of this unless hope and trust were evident.

A spirit of thankfulness for the outcome affects the prayer, which
is, in itself, a form of praise in which all are involved. Praise and
thankfulness go hand in hand. It brings God nearer.

"Thank You, God."

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR STAFF AT OFFICEeFUMCBOSSIER.ORG

Give thanks to God—He
is good, and His love
never quits.

Vray

Mondays @ 11:00 AM
Room 41

www.fumcbossier.org
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